
IEP	Team	
Discussion	and	
TIENET	Changes	for	
2017-2018



Participants	will	learn	and	discuss	
the	new	procedures	around	the	
alternate	assessment	and	parental	
consent	to	comply	with	the	newly	
passed	Senate	Bill	710.	

Outcome:



Senate	Bill	710				
Effective	July	1,	2017
PARENTAL	CONSENT	UNDER	MARYLAND	LAW

Parents	must	provide	written	consent	to:
1.Identify	a	child	for	the	Maryland	State	Alternate	
Assessment

2.Enroll	a	child	in	a	program	that	does	not	provide	credit	
toward	a	high	school	diploma	

3.Include	Restraint	and	Seclusion	on	IEP

*Written	parental	consent	required	
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Compliance



Questions
• Use	a	sticky	note	to	record	questions	you	have	today	and	if	
they	are	not	answered,	please	post	them	on	the	board/chart	
paper.

• This	is	first	time	we	are	going	through	the	process.	
• Additional	opportunities	will	be	provided	at	a	later	time.



Currently:

That	process	is	now	expanded,	as	required	by	the	state	of	
Maryland.		In
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Additional	Requirements:
● Sign	in	for	participants	in	discussion
● Discussion	and	record	of	exclusionary	factors
● Cognitive,	adaptive,	and	educational	assessment	data	recorded
● Documentation	of	discussion	agreements
● Signed	parental	consent



Things	we	know:
• Information	repeats	throughout	the	document
• In	some	cases,	this	may	need	to	be	a	separate	meeting
• This	will	take	longer	in	meetings
• Materials	will	need	to	be	prepared	in	advance
• Parents	will	need	support	in	learning	and	understanding	
these	new	changes

• This	ensures	the	parents	have	a	better	understanding	of	the	
process

• Our	current	discussions	are	now	being	captured	and	will	be	
more	robust

• Documentation	to	send	home	ahead	of	time



Reminder	
When	conducting	an	annual	review,	use	the	checklist	to	
present	and	review	the	sections	of	the	IEP	in	the	order	below:

• Cover	Sheet
• PLAAFP	1
• PLAAFP	2
• Goals	and	Objectives
• Supplementary	Aids	/Program	Modifications
• Special	Considerations
• District/Statewide	Assessments
• Transition	Preferences	and	Interests	(13/14	and	older)
• Transition	Activities	(13/14	and	older)
• Services
• LRE



Parent	Consent	to
Include	Restraint	and	Seclusion

(Special	Considerations)	



Special	Considerations	page

Parents	have	the	option	of	giving	consent,	refusing	consent,	
or	taking	15	business	days	to	think	about	it.	The	Parental	
Consent	Form	needs	to	accompany	this	question	also.	We	will	
discuss	this	later.

Changes	to	Behavior	Intervention	section	–
Restraint	and	Seclusion	questions	and	dates	added

HC IEP



The	Maryland	Participant	
Page	for	the	Alternate	
Assessment	Decision	



District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	Changes

Guiding	questions	are	visible	only	when	the	document	is	
in	edit	mode,	meant	to	guide	HCPSS	staff	in	accessing	the	
appropriate	paperwork.		It	will	say:	
Will	alternate	assessments	be	discussed?		Y	[		]		N		[		]	

If	“Yes”	is	answered,	new	procedures	will	be	required:		
• Participant	Page	
• New	Sections	for	the	Alternate	Assessment	Discussion

“Hidden”	question	has	been	added.	

HC IEP



District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	Changes

The	Participant	Page	will	need	to	be	printed	and	signed.	You	
will	see	this	reminder: Print	and	review	Maryland	Participant	
Page	for	Alternate	Assessment	Decision.	

This		page	will	be	a	TIENET	document.	
There	will	be	a	link	to	that	document	on	the	

district/statewide	assessments	page.
There	are	new	sections	that	will	be	visible	and	will	need	

to	be	filled	out	as	a	team.

If	alternate	assessments	will	be	discussed….	

HC IEP



REMEMBER:
This	discussion	is	only	for	students	that	you	believe	have	a	
SIGNIFICANT	COGNITIVE	DISABILITY	(SCD)

Defined:

• 1%	of	the	total	population
• Alternate	academic	achievement	standards	

are	reserved	for	students	with	a	significant	
cognitive	disability.

• Pervasive,	affecting	student	learning	across	
all content	areas.

• Academic	difficulties	alone	do	not	indicate	
that	a	student	has	a	SCD.



District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	Changes
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The	top	of	the	Participant	Page	looks	like	this:
Introduction to the process:



District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	Changes

Signing here ONLY means you are present at the meeting.

Signing	does	NOT	indicate:
**that	a	decision	has	been	made	yet.
**any	agreement	with	the	decision.
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The	Participant	Page	looks	like	this:



District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	Changes

This	section	is	to	ensure	parents	understand	that	taking	
alternate	assessments	may	contribute	to	the	child	not	being	
eligible		for	a	MD	Diploma.
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The	bottom	of	the	Participant	page	looks	like	this:



District/Statewide	Assessment	
Page	– New	pages	to	support	the	discussion:

This	table	looks	more	
complicated	than	it	is.	
It	lists	exclusionary	
factors that	the	team	
will	NOT	use	to	make	
the	assessment	
decision.	

Make	clear	to	parents	
and	team	members	
that	the	team	agrees	to	
base	its	decision	on	the	
questions	on	the	
alternate	assessment	
table,	not	on	these	
factors.	
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There	are	several	sections	for	the	discussion:	



District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	Changes

Our	version	
of	this	
section	will	
look	slightly	
different	but	
will	have	
similar	fields	
for	the	
information.
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Next	section:	



District/Statewide	
Assessment		- Alternate	
Assessments	Table
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There	are	no	changes	to	the	criteria: HC IEP



District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	Changes

The	names	and	
positions	will	
populate	from	
the	cover	page	
of	the	IEP.	You	
will	have	the	
option	to	
remove	a	
participant	
who	wasn’t	
present	for	this	
part	of	the	
discussion.

Statement	of	Assurance
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District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	Changes

Each	discussion	participant	must	
agree	or	disagree	that:	
1. the	decision	was	based	on	

multiple	pieces	of	evidence.	
2. the	evidence	demonstrates	

that	alternate	assessments	are	
the	most	appropriate.

3. exclusionary	factors	were	not	
used	in	making	this	decision.

4. instruction	will	be	standards	
based.

5. all	implications	were	discussed	
thoroughly,	including	the	
probability	of	not	receiving	a	
diploma.	

This	part	of	the	page	asks	users	to	agree	to	the	
following:	
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District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	

Last	Part	- 3	Questions
Question	1:
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District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	Changes

Question	2:
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HC IEP



District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	Changes
Question	3:	
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District/Statewide	Assessment	

Note:	This	question	
discusses	participation	
in	an	“alternate	
educational	
framework”.

See	next	slide	for	
explanation.	

This	is	a	newly	worded	question	- Alternative	
Educational	Framework

HC IEP



District/Statewide	
Assessment	Page	Changes

Parents	can	give	consent	or	refuse	to	give	consent	for	their	
child	to	take	the	alternate	assessment.	They	have	the	option	of	
making	the	decision	at	the	meeting	or	taking	15	business	days	
to	think	about	it.	The	Parental	Consent	Form	needs	to	be	
printed	and	signed	for	this	question	also.	Use	the	same	
directions	as	stated	earlier.

Alternate	Assessment	Question

HC IEP



Parent	Consent	Form
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Parental	Consent	Form
If	parents	choose	to	take	15	business	days	to	think	through:

• Send	the Parental	Consent	Form,	filled	out	as	appropriate,	home	with	
parents.	

• Mark	your	calendar	for	the	16th business	day.	TIENET	will	not	trigger	a	
reminder	for	you.	

• Verify	that	everyone	at	the	meeting	understands	that	the rest	of	the	IEP	
will	be	finalized	and	implemented within	3	days	of	this	meeting	(if	IEP	is	
otherwise	approved).
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Parental	Consent	Form

If	parents	respond	with	consent	or	refusal	to	consent	within	
the	15	business	days,	make	sure	parents	have	indicated	their	
decision	on	the	Parental	Consent	Form.	

• Go	to	the	now-finalized	IEP
• On	the	district/statewide	assessments	pg,	click	edit.
• Check	off	‘yes’	or	‘no’	for	consent	and	put	in	the	date.
• Choose	appropriate	insert	statement	for	discussion	box.
• Print	and	attach	to	the	IEP	in	the	file,	send	copy	to	parents.	
• Upload	the	parental	consent	form	into	TIENET.	
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Parental	Consent	Form

If	parents	do	not	respond	with	consent	or	refusal	to	consent	
within	the	15	business	days,	then	on	the	16th business	day:

• Go	to	the	now-finalized	IEP
• On	the	district/statewide	assessments	pg,	click	edit.
• Check	the	box	that	says	‘No	response	received	within	15	

business	days	of	the	IEP	team	meeting	date.’
• Choose	appropriate	insert	statement	for	discussion	box.
• Print	and	attach	to	the	IEP	in	the	file,	send	copy	to	parents.
• Upload	the	parental	consent	form	into	TIENET.	
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Preparing	for	the	meeting:
What	goes	home	5	days	prior?
• Complete	the	top	portion	with	the	student/school	
information	and	the	Evaluation	Review	of	Cognitive	
/Adaptive	Ability/	Educational	portion	of	the	document	

• Maryland	Participant	page	for	the	Alternate	Assessment	
Decision	(blank)

• Parental	Consent	Form	(blank)

Following	the	meeting?
• If	parent	is	present	but	undecided,	give	this	Parental	Consent		
form	to	them	with	the	front	page	completed.

• If	parent	is	not	present,	send	the	Parental	Consent	Form		
with	the	front	page	completed.



Additional	Items	
• The	Business	Calendar	for	the	2017- 2018	School	Year
• The	Federal	Disability	Code	Listing
• The	Maryland	Guidance	for	IEP	Teams	on	Participation	
Decisions	for	the	Alternate	Assessments



Evacuation	Plans
• House	Bill	1061	

• addresses	safely	evacuating	all	building	occupants	regardless	
of	disability

• No	student	or	staff	member	assigned	to	a	student	will	remain	
in	a	stairwell	in	the	event	of	an	emergency

• Guidelines	are	currently	being	developed	at	the	State	and	
Local	level



Evacuation	Guidelines
While	guidelines	are	being	developed	
continue	to:

• document	evacuation	plans	on	the		
supplementary	aids	and	program	
modifications	portion	of	the	IEP

• train	staff	on	the	evacuation	plan
• train	staff	on	the	use	of	equipment	or	safe	

lifting	of	the	student	
• consult	with	the	physical	therapist



Questions	&	Feedback

Alt	Assessment Questions	

https://goo.gl/forms/Alt Assessment 
Questions

Feedback for today’s sessions:
https://goo.gl/forms/CGy0QxXfXXPvw0Io2


