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Advocates of the Year
Vanessa Hooks

Middle School Counseling Secretary
 and 

Terri Parker
Elementary Teachers’ Secretary

Cradlerock School
Nominated by: Kim Flyr, Bettina Hartgrove, and Bruce 
Thornton; School Counselors; Cradlerock School
A few words about why they were nominated...

Cradlerock is a school with a high transiency rate where 
students are enrolled and withdrawn from the rosters on a 
regular basis.   It would be easy to let it become “business as 
usual” or even “another Interruption” and forget what a big deal it 
is to be a child starting over in a new school.   Ms. Parker and 
Ms. Hooks have never forgotten this simple fact and have made 
a point to welcome each family and student in a personal way 
where everyone feels cared for and special.

The positive effect that Ms. Parker and Ms. Hooks have had on 
the school counseling program at Cradlerock is evident in so 
many ways.   These selfless women have always been ready to 
offer a helping hand to their school counselors.   They have 
stopped in the midst of their own tasks to assist with judging 
entries for the Ben Carson Scholarship, select students to invite 
on a field trip, or fill folders for a counseling event.   Often times, 
Ms. Parker and Ms. Hooks triage phone calls or visits from 
parents, students, and staff members asking to speak to one of 
the counselors.   

Over the past five years, these women have made the 
Cradlerock Counseling Center a first rate environment to visit, 



Elementary School
Counselor of the Year

Debbie Wolf
Rockburn Elementary School

Nominated by: Barry Polinsky, PTA President, 
Rockburn Elementary School
A few words about why she was nominated...

Mrs. Wolf provides on-going emotional, social, and academic 
support to all the students at Rockburn Elementary School.   She 
is supportive, caring, and friendly and has the gift of making 
everyone feel comfortable.   Parents value Mrs. Wolf’s “open 
door” policy and valuable resources she sends home including 
ongoing educational materials on social issues.   

Mrs. Wolf has implemented over 35 programs to establish a 
comprehensive program reaching children and families in a 
multitude of ways to increase her effectiveness and ability to 
support a diverse school population.   An example of one her 
Mrs. Wolf’s programs is Kind Kids which was created to 
encourage respectful encounters between students.   During 
Choose Civility Week, over 700 students voluntarily made a 
pledge to think about how they treat others on the bus, in the 
cafeteria, and at recess.   Each student received a special 
bracelet that can be worn as a reminder to be a kind kid.   Kind 
Kids promise to Include others, Never tease or put down, and Do 
good deeds.

Mrs. Wolf is constantly connecting with students to get to know 
them. She does not make judgements and listens with an open 
mind and an open heart.   She has a lot of patience and a 
positive outlook.  She is genuine and truly cares for the students 
at Rockburn Elementary School.

Middle School 
Counselor of the Year

Emy Coonts
Folly Quarter Middle School

Nominated by: Staff Recognition Committee, Folly 
Quarter Middle School
A few words about why they were nominated...

Mrs. Coonts demonstrates her strengths as a school counselor 
every day.   She is constantly working with students to help them 
solve problems related to academics, family, friends, and other 
aspects of becoming young adults.   Mrs. Coonts does not sit 
back and wait for problems to come to her.   She closely 
monitors students who may have a history of  struggling 
emotionally and tries to involve them in activities to raise their 
self-esteem.  For example, one of the groups she runs is an all-
girl book club.  She selects books that speak to girl issues and 
creates a safe environment for the girls to talk.

Along with her co-worker, Mrs. Coonts organizes monthly 
character-building lessons and activities which helps to make 
respect a priority in our school.   These lessons are implemented 
in a variety of ways which integrates character education into the 
daily curriculum.  Her lessons are always highly engaging and 
well-received by the students.   She helps them see how the 
lessons can be applied to their daily lives and the world around 
them.

Mrs. Coonts’ energy, enthusiasm, and positive approach to 
working with the students are infectious and help create a 
respectful school community.  She is dependable, approachable, 
and helpful.   She truly cares about the students’ development 
and leads numerous programs to promote their academic, 



From: Kim Flyr Kim_Flyr@hcpss.org
Subject: RE: HCACD awards

Date: May 22, 2015 at 11:00 AM
To: Beth Lucas Beth_Lucas@hcpss.org, Kelli Brandt Kelli_Brandt@hcpss.org, Lisa L. Boarman Lisa_Boarman@hcpss.org,

Laura Propert Laura_A_Propert@hcpss.org, Kami M. Wagner Kami_Wagner@hcpss.org

Thank you all so much for your leadership on this!

Our winners are.....drum roll...

Carolyn Wohnsigl (Deep Run Elementary), nominated by Tricia Collins-McCarthy, Principal
Alesia Richter (Swansfield Elementary), nominated by Molly Ketterer (Principal) & Heather
Moraff (AP)
Kara Fick (Oakland Mills High), nominated by Donna Ueckermann & Counseling Staff 
(Counselor)

1. Can you let the nominees know who was selected? In the past, HCACD let the nominator know
whether their candidate was selected and then let the nominator notify the nominee. It's fun for
them, and they should get the fun, since they did the work! :) Even if their candidate wasn't
selected, they can still share the packet with them if they haven't already, which is amazing.

You can let them know that our colleagues at MSDE selected the winners and that they were all
awesome.

 Can you also give them a deadline to do this so that we can put something out on the HUB telling
everyone who was selected? We obviously don't want to do this until they all know.

2. As far as a date for the fall, our calendars are pretty open right now! The only things to
consider are the state competition date and also the fact that we can't have the celebration when
students are in schools. In the past, we have scheduled it on a day students leave early or have
held it after school. It looks like October 30 is an early dismissal for kids, so that is one
possibility, but we will work with whatever you decide.

Keep us posted on how we can help, and thanks again for making this happen. It's so great to see
good people recognized!

Have a great weekend,
Kim

Kim Flyr, M.Ed., L.C.P.C.
Elementary Resource Counselor
Howard County Public Schools
410-313-5637
kim_flyr@hcpss.org
Connectedness * Arranger * Individualization * Ideation * Strategic
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Irene Bademosi  
Mount Hebron High School 

 
“If there is one thing we know about her, she 

genuinely cares for her students. She wants all of 
her students to achieve, and will do everything in 

her power to ensure their success.”  
 

 
 

Jill Altshuler 
Reservoir High School 

 
“We are continually in awe of Ms. Altshuler’s 

creativity, quiet yet constant energy, unswerving 
focus and support of her students, and her natural 

ability to lead.”  
 
 
 
 

              

          Honoring 
 

Liza Bane  
Lisbon Elementary 

  
“The HCPSS and the Lisbon Elementary 

School community is a better place 
because of the work and leadership 
provided by our most valued school 

counselor.” 
 

 
Kelli Brandt  

Glenwood Middle School 
 

“In the course of my nearly 25 years in 
education, spanning more than six schools 

and countless school counselors, Mrs. 
Brandt is by far the best I have 

encountered.” 
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