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March 16, 2022 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Members of the Board of Education 

 

From:  Michael J. Martirano, Ed.D. 

 

Subject: Status of Book Reviews 

 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an update on book review requests for Out of 

Darkness by Ashley Hope Perez, Lawn Boy by Jonathan Evison, and Gender Queer by Maia 

Kobabe. These books have been the subject of national debate, including a complaint filed with 

the Howard County Police Department (HCPD). As a result, the text review required extensive 

thoughtfulness and consideration which took longer than the typical text review process. After 

careful review of the Curriculum Review Committee (CRC) recommendations, State’s Attorney 

findings, and consultation with HCPSS General Counsel, HCPSS will retain each title in high 

school media center collections. 

 

As you are aware, members of our community made a formal complaint to the HCPD on 

allegations of childhood pornography in Gender Queer. The HCPD investigated and the Office 

of the State’s Attorney ruled that the graphic novel was not child pornography. 

 

Simultaneously, HCPSS followed Policy 8040: Selection of Instructional Materials and 

convened the CRC to discuss each title, conduct an anonymous vote to retain or remove each 

title, and provide a final recommendation to the superintendent. The CRC recommended 

retention of Out of Darkness, Lawn Boy, and Gender Queer. Committee members highlighted 

the historical relevance of Out of Darkness and recognized Lawn Boy as a valuable coming-of-

age story that represents various viewpoints and characters. 

 

HCPSS celebrates diversity and endeavors to provide all students access to texts that allow them 

to see themselves and offer insight into the experiences of others. Out of Darkness, Lawn Boy, 

and Gender Queer offer diverse reading material to which students with underrepresented 

identities and experiences can relate. Similarly, the school systems in Fairfax and Spotsylvania 

Counties have returned Gender Queer to libraries due in part to its literary value and presentation 

of a perspective that is not widely represented.  In accordance with Policy 8040: Selection of 

Instructional Materials, a formal disposition letter will be sent to each book review requestor. 

 

Should you have questions, please contact Ms. Ebony Langford-Brown, Executive Director, 

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment, or Mr. Bill Barnes, Chief Academic Officer. 
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