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Retain -the book has 4 or more positive reviews from approved 

sources, - the book meets the library's collection policy, -the 
freedom to read a variety of books is essential to our 
democracy, -the book is about a time period and actual events 
in history in America, -our students deserve to have access to 
books that reveal difficult and challenging periods in our history, 
-reading stories such as this will hopefully help generations to 
learn from the experience and shape a different future. Thank you for allowing us to meet and discuss this challenged book.

Retain Out of Darkness is a good reading selection for high school 
students. It is well written and Perez captures an historical event 
while acknowledging the the diverse background of its 
characters and the social struggles they experience. The 
language adds depth to the story and is not gratuitous.   At the 
end of the story, it encourages its readers to examine the events 
leading to the devastating last scene and encourages them to 
examine the connection to our world today—this reflection is an 
important process for our students.

N/A
Retain Explicit language should not be a reason to withhold a book 

from students, particularly a book that depicts an important and 
compelling story. n/a




