




Committee Member's Vote Reason for Vote Other Comments
Retain It's very informative and these are people who actually lived. Removing this book would be 

equivalent to denying history that HAPPENED. Also, I don't see anything inappropriate 
about it because the way everything is worded is good for elementary schoolers.

Some of the people still have controversies 
around them, such as Ellen DeGeneres, 
and some information might be 
sugarcoated.

Retain The book has several positive reviews and is appropriate for upper level elementary school 
students. 

None

Remove This thought started with the section where a celebrity today mentioned in the book 
posi ively has a negative reputa ion for making others uncomfortable in television. I made 
me realize the book mainly presented positive images of LGBTQ+ people, which I suppose 
is the point.
However, it's dangerous to glorify a certain group of people hat way. I remember feeling 
shocked when I heard of about a few homosexual groomers (from a friend who is lesbian), 
because for a while, in some form, I was always presented with the idea that people who 
were LGBTQ+ people were all comfor ing and accepting. The counterexample reminded 
me that LGBTQ+ identities didn't correlate with a person being a good person (nor a bad 
person, just the idea that we are people).

Similar to how racism - discriminating a group of people - is critical not to be taught at a 
young age, elevating a group of people is dangerous as well.

We're all just people, so creating that misconception may be dangerous for kids who do 
meet LGBTQ+ people with their guard down lower, because, no matter the identity, there 
are still terrible people among us.

Sorry I failed to bring this up in the mee ing; 
I'm better at writing down thoughts than 
speaking, so I didn't feel confident I 
understood what I myself meant before 
writing it down; I'll try to be better prepared 
in the future.

Retain It might be good for children to see LGBTQ from times and places throughout history and 
from all over the world.

Writing style is a bit awkward.

Retain A great resource for information of  LGBTQ+ individuals who left an impact on our society.  
The variety of the backgrounds and illustration is a  highlight of the text.  The presentation 
of informa ion and lexile level is accessible to many. The diverse group of individuals from 
various backgrounds makes the text interesting for students. It is a great resource to have 
in the media center.

N/A

Remove

This book is not appropriate for elementary school libraries due to its sexual content, 
inaccuracies, and he lionization of individuals who are not people that elementary school 
students should be taught to emulate.

Our community places great importance on being culturally sensitive and inclusive. 
Persian students in HCPSS will be horrified that Alexander the Great (P.14) is included 
among the heroes and role models. His destruction of cultural and religious sites, texts, 
and artifacts is something Persians still mourn. If he were alive today, he would be tried for 
war crimes.
"Alexander the Great was also one of history’s worst monsters. He was a murderous, rage-
filled, paranoid, alcoholic, religious fanatic who, on at least one occasion, showed a 
fondness for what today might be considered necrophilia. He murdered often, at times 
indiscriminately. He assassinated rivals a dozen at a time, slaughtered innocents by the 
thousands, and exterminated en ire tribes of people. It’s no exaggeration to say that 
Alexander killed off a generation of Macedonian officers—veterans he needed to run the 
army he inherited from his father, Philip. Nor were friends and family spared; within days of 
taking the throne, he killed Philip’s most recent wife and her new infant." https://www.
historynet.com/alexander-the-monster/

p. 16 Al-Hakam II–"Al-Hakam didn't have a wife (or want one), but he needed to have a 
child. So he had a woman dress up like  a man, and they made a baby so that Al-Andalus 
could have a future ruler." This is not accurate. Al-Hakam was married and had two sons. 
Also, having a harem is not an admirable thing, regardless of the gender of the harem

p. 34 Ellen DeGeneres–Multiple committee members were uncomfortable having her held 
up as a role model because of the way she treats people

p. 50 Harvey Milk–It is a documented fact that at age 33 he was having sex with 15 and  
16 year-olds. In Maryland, this is statutory rape. We should not be teaching elementary 
school students that statutory rape is okay

P. 65 Lili Elbe- Very dark "she only wanted to live if she could have [transgender] 
surgeries" She passed away from complications but said "It was worth it." LGBTQ+ 
individuals are at high risk for suicide. It is definitely not appropriate to send the message 
to elementary schoolers that death is preferable to life wi hout transgender surgery.

P.69 Magnus Hirschfeld Sexologist. Even his Wikipedia page is too explicit for an 
elementary school essay

P.77 Maryam Khatoon Molkara –This story glosses over the fact that Iran has embarked 
on a campaign to eradicate gay people in Iran. Iran forces them to either have transgender 
surgery or be publicly executed. It is debatable whether she did was "a huge step forward" 
as the author claims

P. 79 Natalie Clifford Barny –polyamorous. It is not appropriate to teach elementary school 
students about polyamorous lifestyles

Glossary: Lists sex and gender identity terms

This book is another example of HCPSS 
allowing things in LGBT+ books that they 
would not allow in heterosexual books and 
of side-stepping polices and on the teaching 
of human sexuality in schools. Maryland 
requires sexual health course materials to 
be provided to all parents for review in 
advance and dictates that there must be a 
student opt-out option. Any book in an 
elementary school library is subject to being 
chosen by a teacher to read aloud to 
students without the review required for 
sexual health materials. Any book in an 
elementary school library is subject to being 
self-selected by the very youngest students, 
even just because they like the picture on 
he front.



April 19, 2022

Mr. Carlos Ohn
Jeffers Hill Elementary School
6001 Tamar Drive
Columbia, MD 21045

Dear Mr. Ohn:

At your request, the Instructional Materials/Criteria Review Committee met on March
28, 2022, to reevaluate From Archie to Zack, My Maddy, Rainbow Revolutionaries, and
Worm Loves Worm approved titles in elementary school media centers.  The committee
voted to retain these titles for media center use in elementary school media centers.  The
committee offered the following rationale for its recommendations:

From Archie to Zack
“The development of the plot and illustrations were appropriate for the
targeted audience.”

“The illustrations are engaging and the storyline is appropriate for
elementary school students.”

My Maddy
“The book has many positive reviews and is appropriate for elementary
school children.”

“A good depiction to start the conversation with kids about those who
identify as non-binary.”

Rainbow Revolutionaries
“It might be good for children to see LGBTQ from times and places
throughout history and from all over the world.”

“A great resource for information of LGBTQ+ individuals who left an
impact on our society.”
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Worm Loves Worm
“The books appeared to be put forth before the committe soley because
they had main characters who were LGBTQ+. To remove these books
would be discrimination.”

“It was well written, appropriate for the age group, and captures the
importance of love and caring for others without borders.”

Based upon the committee’s recommendation, I support the decision to retain these
titles in elementary school media centers.

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention.  If you have any questions,
please contact Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts.

Sincerely,

William Barnes
Chief Academic Officer

Cc: Ebony Langford-Brown, Executive Director, Curriculum, Instruction and
Assessment
Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts
File




