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Remove

I think some parts of the book was normalizing grooming, and there are people out 
there who might not be comfortable when talking about the subject. Also, this book 
rarely talks about anything on the asexual spectrum, so those who are asexual 
wouldn't gain as much information from this book. Lastly, the author talks about 
intercourse a lot, and it might be "peer-pressuring" to those who might not have 
had sex. Continuing off of the peer-pressuring, even if you are a part of the 
LGBTQ+ community and you don't want to have sex, this book may come off as 
saying "you are gay, so you need to have sex".

I was a little on the fence for this book because I do believe there are 
people out there who need this kind of education, yet are not being given 
that. There was one point made and one of the other reviewers said that 
just because this book is more diverse, the author shouldn't get away with 
the small mentions of pedophilia. While I do agree with this statement, I 
also think it's important that books including heterosexual intercourse 
shouldn't be on the shelves, especially if this can't either. That way, it would 
be more fair.

Lastly, I think this book is mostly for high school upperclassmen, so 11th 
and 12th graders, but there really isn't a way to restrict that...

Remove It is too specific, vulgar, and suggestive for schools no other comments
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Remove The book, This Book is Gay should not be retained in our school l braries because 

it provides instruction and encouragement for activities that are illegal for 14 year-
olds. It is therefore not appropriate for high school libraries (much less middle 
school or elementary school libraries).

Committee members had concerns about this book because it pressures students 
to have sex, presents pedophilia and grooming as normal, and gives direct 
instructions to the reader about how to meet strangers online for sex. This is not 
appropriate for 14-year olds and is really dangerous. We would not allow these 
things in books for heterosexual students, so we should value our LGBTQ+ 
students and allies enough to remove this book from school libraries.

The book contains:

p. 35-43 claims biological determinism for being gay
p. 41 Gives false biological information, saying lesbians have different finger length 
ratios, gay men "have bigger dicks and we're hornier"
p. 155 Instructions on how to meet people online for sex 
p.157 Advantages of sex aps listed include "quick, easy, uncomplicated sex"
p. 161 "If you are on Grinder under the age of 18 (it happens)"
p. 169 Acceptance of porn "Porn is fine and fun"
p. 170 Story of an adult grooming a 15 year-old for sex is presented as normal
p. 171-185 Explicit instructions on how to have boy-on-boy and girl-on-girl sex, sex 
toys
p. 210 Falsely claims "All people–gay or otherwise–must recognize that there is 
one universal truth of the universe: We all want to have sex with loads of people."
p. 234 Lists a porn star as a gay icon ("gay saint") role model for the reader

While it is true that the book provides sexual health information, the state of 
Maryland requires that sexual health instructional materials be subject to review by 
parents. Sneaking sexual health materials into a school library without this review 
violates the intent of this policy.

(iv) The local school system shall provide an opportunity for parents/guardians to 
view instructional materials to be used in the teaching of family life and human 
sexuality objectives.
(i) The local school system shall establish policies, guidelines, and/or procedures 
for student opt-out regarding instruction related to family life and human sexuality 
objectives.
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/comarhtml/13a/13a.04.18.01.htm n/a
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Retain

There are not very many books available for the young LBTQ community. Teens 
are going to have questions about what it means to be GAY. They need to be able 
to find the answers somehwere. 

While my vote is to retain this book, I do not think highly of this book. There 
is a (possibly subconscious) validation of the false stereotype that 
homosexuals are promiscuous and have different lifestyles than 
heterosexuals, living by a different moral code. The book does mention that 
not all homosexuals fit the author's narrative, but the book itself does not 
spend much time on the stories of homosexuals who make "vanilla" lifestyle 
choices. Instead the book explains the "gay scene" and life in the clubs, 
drug use, dating websites whose sole purpose is for sex, the rules for being 
in open relationshsips, etc. Because there is not equal amount of attention 
on monogamy and choosing to have sex becasue you have romantic 
attachments, the book presents an unfair picture of what it means to be 
LGBTQ. But it does have some useful information as well. It explains the 
biology behind gender and sexual identity. It offers advice for when and 
how to talk to other people about one's identity. It gives a mini sex 
education discussion from different LGBTQ perspectives. It talks about the 
legal and religious attitudes affecting the LGBTQ community. I think the 
book should be retained for this useful information but then later removed if 
a more accurate, in depth book becomes available.   

Retain As a media specialist, our county policy requires me to have positive reviews from 
a list of professional journals for a title being purchased for a HS collection. This 
title has 4 such reviews. Booklist recommends this title for grades 8-12, and School 
Library Journal for grades 10-12. I do not feel it is appropriate for students in grade 
8 (MS). HS students should have choices when selecting a book from the school 
library. If a student finds that a particular book is not for them, it can be returned. 
Many students find the information they seek from books they have the freedom to 
choose. 

Let's provide students with approved materials purchased by trained 
professionals.

Retain This Book is Gay should be retained. The book is an informative narrative that 
discusses important LGBT topics that include anecdotes and facts to support 
Dawson’s thoughts. The text provides a global and historical background 
information that helps lay a foundation of better understanding. This Book is Gay is 
a good text to include in the media center.

N/A
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June 29, 2022 
 
Ms. Kimberly B. Ford 

 
 
Dear Ms. Ford: 
 
At your request, the Instructional Materials/Criteria Review Committee met to 
reevaluate This Book is Gay by Juno Dawson, an approved title in high school media 
centers.  The committee voted to retain this title for high school media centers.  The 
committee offered the following rationale for its recommendations:  
 

“The book is an informative narrative that discusses important LGBT topics that 
include anecdotes and facts to support Dawson’s thoughts. The text provides a 
global and historical background information that helps lay a foundation of 
better understanding. ” 
 
“There are not very many books available for the young LBTQ community. 
Teens are going to have questions about what it means to be GAY. They need to 
be able to find the answers somewhere.” 

 

Based upon the committee’s recommendation, I support the decision to retain this title 
in high school media centers.  
 
Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

  
   

 
Cc: Ebony Langford-Brown, Executive Director Curriculum, Instruction 
            and Assessment 
 Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts 
 File 




