




Committee Member's Vote Reason for Vote Other Comments

Retain
The book has many positive reviews and is appropriate for elementary school 
children. None

Retain

There are actual parents out there who are non-binary, so we shouldn't just deny their 
existence. Also, if it's a part of the law the be accepting of others, I don't see why this 
is a problem. If whoever doesn't want to read this book, that is their choice, but 
banning it would be bad for those who do (want to read this).

A main reason why these books are there is because it 
also teaches the parents about tolerance and 
acceptance. It is the parents who are reading these 
books. Also, these books aren't saying, "oh, 
homosexuality is great" or "you NEED to be gay". It is 
just saying that it is important to accept everyone for 
who they are.

Retain The book explains it in simple language. 
The examples are very useful in understanding the 
concept.

Remove

I feel, though this book is a good choice for a child with a transitioning parent to read, 
it is best read with an adult, and for children who have a parent that is a Maddy.

Just as it might feel disconcerting for a child who doesn't have a father (whether they 
have queer parents or the father left) to read a book about a father and a child, it 
might not be the best choice for children who don't have a gender-fluid parent to read 
this book.

I really enjoyed the illustrations, and the writing. I would 
retain it for any other age where parental connection is 
already well-established.

Retain
A good depiction to start the conversation with kids about those who identify as 
nonbinary.

It talks about non-binary parent, Maddy, neither a 
mommy or a daddy, but rather a little of both. 
Comparisons are good to other traits and things that 
children would be familiar with as being a little of both 
like hazel eyes, dawn, sporks, fall and spring, 
motorcycles, and snacks.

Retain

The approach to addressing Maddy as a non-binary parent is done well.  The story 
and illustration provide examples of "in-bewteens" that add more explanation of being 
non-binary as the story moves along. While at times  the text may seem a bit abstract 
for an elementary student, the potential questions are springboards to an enriching 
discussion. N/A
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Remove

My Maddy, by Gayle Pitman. Reading age 4-8 years
"Most mommies are girls, most daddies are boys but lots of parents are neither a boy 
or a girl. Like my Maddie." 
This book was clearly written as a resource for parents to read to their own children. It 
is not appropriate for a library book for a child to simply happen across. A young child 
who picks up this book from the school library will learn about external genitals, 
internal reproductive organs, sex chromasomes, puberty and other concepts that are 
not normally taught at this age. If taught in school, these concepts qualify as sexual 
health education and as such are subject to the required parental review and student 
opt-out process that Maryland requires for teaching sexual health. When a teacher 
reads this book in class they are subverting that process. When a library offers this 
book to children, they are subverting this process. 

The book itself states:  "In all cases, it is importance[sic] to discuss parents' gender 
identities in an age-appropriate way." The book itself is not age-appropriate and is not 
tailored to an individual child's needs. It is best read by parents to their own children. 
Here is a quote from the book: "These conditions can involve differences in the 
external genitals, internal reproductive organs, sex chromasomes, or sex-related 
hormones. Conditions that result in genitals that blend characteristics of typical male 
genitals and typical female genitals tend to be identified at birth." The book advises 
"Seek professional supports." Putting this book in a library is not "professional 
supports." A young child with the book is not able to and should not be responsible for 
seeking professional supports. Because of the book's mature content including 
information meant for adults, not children, this book should be removed from Howard 
County elementary school libraries.

The last three pages of this book clearly contain 
information that is not appropriate for young children



April 19, 2022

Mr. Carlos Ohn
Jeffers Hill Elementary School
6001 Tamar Drive
Columbia, MD 21045

Dear Mr. Ohn:

At your request, the Instructional Materials/Criteria Review Commi�ee met on March
28, 2022, to reevaluate From Archie to Zack, My Maddy, Rainbow Revolutionaries, and
Worm Loves Worm approved titles in elementary school media centers.  The commi�ee
voted to retain these titles for media center use in elementary school media centers.  The
commi�ee offered the following rationale for its recommendations:

From Archie to Zack
“The development of the plot and illustrations were appropriate for the
targeted audience.”

“The illustrations are engaging and the storyline is appropriate for
elementary school students.”

My Maddy
“The book has many positive reviews and is appropriate for elementary
school children.”

“A good depiction to start the conversation with kids about those who
identify as non-binary.”

Rainbow Revolutionaries
“It might be good for children to see LGBTQ from times and places
throughout history and from all over the world.”

“A great resource for information of LGBTQ+ individuals who left an
impact on our society.”
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Worm Loves Worm
“The books appeared to be put forth before the commi�e soley because
they had main characters who were LGBTQ+. To remove these books
would be discrimination.”

“It was well wri�en, appropriate for the age group, and captures the
importance of love and caring for others without borders.”

Based upon the commi�ee’s recommendation, I support the decision to retain these
titles in elementary school media centers.

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our a�ention.  If you have any questions,
please contact Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts.

Sincerely,

William Barnes
Chief Academic Officer

Cc: Ebony Langford-Brown, Executive Director, Curriculum, Instruction and
Assessment
Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts
File




