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Reason for Vote
It is a wonderfully written book in hispanic voice

The Poet X should remain in the curriculum. It is a modern text that
many students find relatable and interesting. It provides a doorway
to important conversations such as social changes, personal
growth/struggles, religion, LGBTQIA issues, and struggles between
generations. As a teacher, | find it refreshing having this text in the
curriculum. This text has captured the interests of many students. |
have heard from colleagues (on more than one occasion) that
students complete the book ahead of schedule and on heir own,
purchase more of Acevedo’s work. In addi ion students have said
hey connect with Xiomara, the main character, and that it is he
most interesting book they have read for the year.

Age appropriate (9-12); the text is appealing and he sex scenes
are not salacious but accurate to he teen experience, nothing that
he students would not be expected to have been exposed to

| feel this title is appropriate and a more contemporary selection to
add to a 11th grader's experience. The overall message is well
presented, encouraging students to experience empathy towards
he main character. The classroom teacher and students will have
an opportunity for great discussion and thoughtful responses when
reading this title. The verse style of the book adds to the appeal of
reading this story.

Relevant, multi-cultural, excellent conflict resolution

Other Comments
| loved the book

Statements from other teachers

"The Poet X enabled my students to explore poetry in a way they
enjoyed. They wrote poems of their own, which allowed me to get to
know them even better and see sides of them - both personally and
academically - that | would not have seen otherwise. "

"... they LOVE he book. They are reading it in conjunc ion with Their
Eyes Were Watching God and are making very meaningful connections
with the text because of the experiences of Xiomara."

"Students developed a keen interest in slam and spoken word poetry.
They loved how the issues in he novel. They wrote paragraphs
connecting the themes in the novel to music and pop culture. "

" Several of my students commented that it was one of the only books
they'd ever liked in high school. Students who hadn't been participating
before in Google Meet discussions began talking out loud and typing in
the chat more frequen ly. "

"l find his novel an accessible and engaging way to teach many literary
skills such as tracing themes, examining allusion, analyzing character
development, and discussing the concept of the American Dream. "

Vital to have diverse voices, genre types

Good discussion and comments were shared by he members in
attendance. Thank You-

This book taken in context is perfectly age appropriate. It is not he
school's job to shield all students from the harsh realities of the world.
This book portrays a realistic conflict with a moral, responsible, and
ethical resolution.



Committee Member's Vote

Remove

Reason for Vote

The Poet X should not be part of the HCPSS curriculum because it
is full of R-rated language, and contains sexual content including
masturbation and naked petting.

Other Comments

The Poet X
5/23/2022
Recommendation: Remove

The Poet X should not be part of the HCPSS curriculum because it is full
of R-rated language, as defined by the MPAA and contains sexual
content including masturbation and minors lying naked on top of each
other.

HCPSS policy recognizes the fact that R-rated content is not something
parents or students expect and that it is not appropriate in our schools.
[HCPSS Policy 8040 2.b "Videos rated R, NC-17, or non-rated feature
videos produced after 1990, may not be shown to classes in HCPSS."
https://policy.hcpss.org/8000/8040/ ]

According to he Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA) Movie
Rating Guidelines:

"A mo ion picture's single use of one of the harsher sexually-derived
words, though only as an expletive, initially requires at least a PG-13
rating. More than one such expletive requires an R rating" https://www.
filmratings.com/Content/Downloads/rating_rules.pdf

These words appear in the book over, and over, and over: fucking, shit,
damn, bullshit. Students don't use hese words with teachers in class and
teachers do not use these words with students. It is absurd to endorse
having teachers require students to read a book full of these terms. Some
people imagine a typical high school student uses these words all the
time. Certainly they hear these words in he hallways. But our school
district has students from many different countries and cultures, with
many different beliefs. | personally know of dozens of local students who
specifically try to avoid these words in their lives. We also have inclusion
classrooms so students who may be less socially and emotionally mature
than their peers are in the same classroom. It is definitely not inclusive to
push a book like his in he classroom.

Research on adult sexual misconduct in school settings identifies hree
typical phases:
1. Trolling and Tes ing, 2. Grooming, and 3. Exploiting and Lulling

The book, Poet X, can be used by adults for phase 1

If HCPSS, despite complaints, retains this book, it is officially endorsing
its content as appropriate for the classroom. Today, tomorrow, or years
from now, if a creepy teacher, aid or substitute teacher asks a student to
read out loud he sexual pages of this book, that is a type of sexual
harassment. The adult who does this will be able to simply point to your
decision and say "There is NOTHING wrong with asking a student to read
this page. HCPSS has fully endorsed and approved this book."

It is one thing to allow a book as an option in public libraries or school
libraries. It is an entirely different thing to officially endorse a book as part
of he curriculum. This book should not be part of HCPSS curriculum.



June 23, 2022

Ms. Yolanda Ramos

Dear Ms. Ramos:

At your request, the Instructional Materials/Criteria Review Committee met on May 23,
2022, to reevaluate Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo, an approved title in high school
classrooms. The committee voted to retain this title for high school classroom. The
committee offered the following rationale for its recommendations:

“Relevant, multi cultural, excellent conflict resolution.”

“This title is appropriate and a more contemporary selection to add to an 11th
grader's experience. The overall message is well presented, encouraging students

£

to experience empathy towards the main character.

Based upon the committee’s recommendation, I support the decision to retain this title
in high school classrooms.

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention. If you have any questions,
please contact Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts.

Sincerely,

William{d-Barnes
Chief Academic Officer

Cc: Ebony Langford Brown, Executive Director Curriculum, Instruction
and Assessment
Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts
File
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