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Completed form is to be submitted to the principal of the school in which material is
used. The principal shall submit a copy of the completed form to the Chief Academic Officer
and the Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts.
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Committee Member's Vote

Retain

Retain
Retain
Retain
Remove

Retain

Remove

Reason for Vote

The book has multiple positive reviews. The illustrations are engaging and the
storyline is appropriate for elementary school students.

It's a part of the law the be accepting of others, | don't see why this is a problem.
If whoever doesn't want to read this book, that is their choice, but banning it would
be bad for those who do (want to read this). If it was a straight couple, the book
wouldn't have to be reviewed, which makes it weird that we have to "question" the
motives of books with homosexuality. Lastly, these books aren't saying, "oh,
homosexuality is great" or "you NEED to be gay". It is just saying that it is
important to accept everyone for who they are.

Keep the book.
It was enjoyable, cute, and | didn't see anything harming elementary school kids.
Just don't wanna encourage such crush among same sex.

The reading level is accessible to many, and the story addresses the traditional
while simultaneously affirming new definitions of relationships. The development
of the plot and illustration were appropriate for the targeted audience.

This book is reading level 1.6—to read themselves or be read aloud to much
younger children. Preschoolers, Kindergartners, younger elementary schoolers
love their parents they love their teachers they love their friends and this book is
designed to turn that into something weird and sexual like a crush. That is just
wrong and will be awkward for everyone. Multiple committee members had this
concern. The same would be true regardless of the gender of the characters.
Young children need to be allowed to be their true authentic selves and young
children are asexual. They should not be tricked or pressured into being or acting
sexual. This book should be removed from elementary schools. It could be
appropriate for middle schools as far as the content but the reading level is so
simplistic that it doesn't fit there either. Young students and students with an
intellectual disability and/or problems with social communication such as our
autism spectrum students would learn from this book that giving a love note to a
classmate as a normal thing. It is not and could border on sexual harassment,
making other students feel awkward and ruining simple friendships.

Other Comments

None

A main reason why these books are there is
because it also teaches the parents about tolerance
and acceptance. It is the parents who are reading
these books.

| didnt find anything inappropriate or offensive.
n/a
Still do not think it proper for primary kids to read.

N/A

The purpose of the committee is for committee
member voices and perspectives to be heard. Does
anyone hear our voices or is this committee really
just a rubber stamp regardless of the content of the
book? There seems to be a pattern of votes from
people who did not attend the meeting who want to
keep whatever the book is, no matter what.



April 19, 2022

Mr. Carlos Ohn

Jeffers Hill Elementary School
6001 Tamar Drive

Columbia, MD 21045

Dear Mr. Ohn:

At your request, the Instructional Materials/Criteria Review Committee met on March
28, 2022, to reevaluate From Archie to Zack, My Maddy, Rainbow Revolutionaries, and
Worm Loves Worm approved titles in elementary school media centers. The committee
voted to retain these titles for media center use in elementary school media centers. The
committee offered the following rationale for its recommendations:

From Archie to Zack
“The development of the plot and illustrations were appropriate for the
targeted audience.”

“The illustrations are engaging and the storyline is appropriate for
elementary school students.”

My Maddy
“The book has many positive reviews and is appropriate for elementary
school children.”

“A good depiction to start the conversation with kids about those who
identify as non-binary.”

Rainbow Revolutionaries
“It might be good for children to see LGBTQ from times and places

throughout history and from all over the world.”

“A great resource for information of LGBTQ+ individuals who left an
impact on our society.”
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Worm Loves Worm
“The books appeared to be put forth before the committe soley because
they had main characters who were LGBTQ+. To remove these books
would be discrimination.”

“It was well written, appropriate for the age group, and captures the
importance of love and caring for others without borders.”

Based upon the committee’s recommendation, I support the decision to retain these
titles in elementary school media centers.

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention. If you have any questions,
please contact Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts.

Sincerely,

William Barnes
Chief Academic Officer

Cc: Ebony Langford-Brown, Executive Director, Curriculum, Instruction and
Assessment
Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts
File





