




Committee Member's Vote Reason for Vote Other Comments
Retain It was well written, appropriate for the age group, and captures the 

importance of love and caring for others without borders.
Great resource for parents

Retain A book of friendship - great for elementary school students. None
Retain I don't think it's inappropriate just because there are worms changing 

societal norms. Another reason I want to retain it is because the 
message/theme of the story is very important, and very fitting for 
elementary schoolers.

A main reason why these books are there is 
because it also teaches the parents about 
tolerance and acceptance. It is the parents who 
are reading these books. Also, this book's 
message can be taken as anything (creativity, 
uniqueness, following your heart) and I think 
saying it is inappropriate for homosexuality is a 
bit ridiculous.

Retain The books appeared to be put forth before the committe soley because 
they had main characters who were LGBTQ+. To remove these books 
would be discrimination.

No other comments.

Retain Keep the book. The concept is explained in simple language. I 
didn't find anything inappropriate. 

Retain It was enjoyable, cute, and it didn't have anything necessarily harming 
elementary school kids. It had a good message as well.

n/a

Remove Not suitable for a little kid book. Not seem to be consistent in the book. If it's ok 
for anyone to be couples why does the wedding 
need to follow all the other traditions? Why can't 
they eat dirt and wear cowboy hats?

Retain It's a silly book. Worms don't have gender and they don't get married
Some parents might not appreciate the not so 
hidden agenda of this book



April 19, 2022

Mr. Carlos Ohn
Jeffers Hill Elementary School
6001 Tamar Drive
Columbia, MD 21045

Dear Mr. Ohn:

At your request, the Instructional Materials/Criteria Review Committee met on March
28, 2022, to reevaluate From Archie to Zack, My Maddy, Rainbow Revolutionaries, and
Worm Loves Worm approved titles in elementary school media centers.  The committee
voted to retain these titles for media center use in elementary school media centers.  The
committee offered the following rationale for its recommendations:

From Archie to Zack
“The development of the plot and illustrations were appropriate for the
targeted audience.”

“The illustrations are engaging and the storyline is appropriate for
elementary school students.”

My Maddy
“The book has many positive reviews and is appropriate for elementary
school children.”

“A good depiction to start the conversation with kids about those who
identify as non-binary.”

Rainbow Revolutionaries
“It might be good for children to see LGBTQ from times and places
throughout history and from all over the world.”

“A great resource for information of LGBTQ+ individuals who left an
impact on our society.”
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Worm Loves Worm
“The books appeared to be put forth before the committe soley because
they had main characters who were LGBTQ+. To remove these books
would be discrimination.”

“It was well written, appropriate for the age group, and captures the
importance of love and caring for others without borders.”

Based upon the committee’s recommendation, I support the decision to retain these
titles in elementary school media centers.

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention.  If you have any questions,
please contact Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts.

Sincerely,

William Barnes
Chief Academic Officer

Cc: Ebony Langford-Brown, Executive Director, Curriculum, Instruction and
Assessment
Nancy Czarnecki, Coordinator, Secondary Language Arts
File




